
Name Position Present Absent 

Ron Sanders, COM President  Excused 

Christopher Walter, 
CHP 

President Elect x  

Tiffany Huitt, COM Past President x  

Summer Khairi, CHP Secretary x  

Clare Brown, COPH Parliamentarian x  

Elizabeth Riley, CON Member at Large  x 

Mara Woods, COM Member at Large  x 

Nukhet Aykin-Burns, 
COP 

Member at Large x  

Oleg Karaduta, CHP CHP Representative x  

Madison Howe, CHP CHP Representative x  

Lin-Xi Li, GS GS Representative x  

Martha Rojo, GS  GS Representative  x 

Neal Reeves, CON CON Representative  x 

Brittany Beasley, CON CON Representative  x 

Rupak Pathak, COP COP Representative x  

Laura Gressler, COP COP Representative   

Logan Whittington, AA AA Representative x  

Caraline Annichiarico, 
AA 

AA Representative x  

Reid Landes, COM COM Representative x  

Jarna Shah, COM COM Representative  x 

Sophia Hollenburg, 
COM 

COM Representative x  

Kari Weber, COPH COPH Representative x  

Katy Allison, COPH COPH Representative x  

Amy Tran, ASG Student Government 
Association 

 x 

 
Guests: Jennifer Gan, Kerry Evans, Grover Miller, Susan Long, Tina Maddox, Wendy Ward 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Academic Senate Meeting Minutes 

February 24, 2025 

4:00pm-5:00pm 

Virtual (Teams) 

 

I. Welcome and Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Walter.  

II. Approval of December Minutes 

The minutes were approved.  

III. Updates and New Business 

a. Post-Holiday Activity 

i. Donate Your Old Blankets & Linen 

1. The Academic Senate is organizing a pet supply drive to support 

our local animal shelter, Little Rock Animal Village. From March 

3- April 11, we will be collecting old blankets, linens, and other 

needed items from LRAV’s wish list to help keep animals warm 

and comfortable.  

2. Pickleball Tournament  

a. The Academic Senate plans to arrange a pickleball 

tournament for Senate Officers and Representatives on 

Saturday, April 12th. A $10 entrance fee will help cover 

court costs and the rest will be donated to LRAV.  

b. Please fill out survey if you are interested in playing. 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=oDp

wWx8G2U6-ynZaOe4TBGR6d9HMLIRFgCsK0L-

vqrZUQVk2STEyNThKMklOOFdaQ0FLMzk3VFpEVi4u

&route=shorturl 

c. You can virtually donate to the event. 

b. Discussion of the Faculty Senate Survey 

i. There is a need for resources to advocate on behalf of oneself and not 

UAMS. Will continue to reach out to Andy Davis so he can speak to the 

Senate. 

ii. Need to get feedback from students. Need to coordinate with ASG to 

facilitate the conversation.  

iii. Will discuss all questions and concerns to Dr. Gardner in the next Provost 

meeting.  

 

IV. Committee Reports  

a. Research Committee (Gan) 

i. Student Research Day is TBD. Might Reschedule in April. 
ii. Please let Jen Gan know if there are any doors on campus that are hard to 



open.  
iii. Elevators on Ed II are being currently being  

b. Faculty Affairs Committee (Aykin-Burns) 
i. Discussion on political climate.  

c. Communication Committee (Hayar) 
i. Not present.  

d. Administrative Council (Hayar) 
i. Not present.  

e. Intercollegiate Faculty Committee/CFE (Khairi) 
i. AI conference is October 8th. 

ii. AI Journal club is currently in progress. Please let Wendy Ward or 
Summer Khairi know if you are interested.  

iii. Leadership Fund Application is currently open.  
iv. If anyone wants to go through mentoring training, CFE hosts one. Please 

send Summer Khairi or Wendy Ward an email if interested.  
v. The app is live now. It is called UAMS Academic Affairs. The intention 

is to help with email burden.  
vi. Executive Healthcare institute applications is currently open.  

f. Academic Policy Committee 
i. No Updates 

 

V. College Officer Reports 

a. Graduate School (Rojo, Li) 

i. No updates.  

b. College of Health Professions (Howe, Karaduta) 

i. CHP Student Research Day is scheduled for April 9, 2025.  

c. College of Medicine (Hollenberg, Landes, Shah) 

i. No updates. 

d. College of Nursing (Beasley, Reeves) 

i. Not present.  

e. College of Pharmacy (Gressler, Pathak) 

i. Not present. 

f. College of Public Health (Allison, Weber) 

i. No updates. 

g. Academic Affairs (Annichiarico, Whittington) 

i. No updates.  
h. Associated Student Government (Tran) 

i. Not present 
 

VI. Announcements 

a. Caraline Annichiarico will serve on the Space Committee. 
b. Academic Senate will partner with CFE to help sponsor Faculty Appreciation 

Week (April 28-May 2) 
c. Upcoming BOT meeting will occur on March 10, at the UAMS 
d. The February Academic Senate meeting will occur on Monday, March 24th.  

e. All meetings will be virtual.  
f. Need to invite HOD to an Academic Senate meeting.  



 

VII. Adjourn 

 


