
Name Position Present Absent 

Ron Sanders, COM President x  

Christopher Walter, 
CHP 

President Elect x  

Tiffany Huitt, COM Past President  Excused 

Summer Khairi, CHP Secretary x  

Clare Brown, COPH Parliamentarian x  

Elizabeth Riley, CON Member at Large  x 

Mara Woods, COM Member at Large  x 

Nukhet Aykin-Burns, 
COP 

Member at Large x  

Oleg Karaduta, CHP CHP Representative x  

Madison Howe, CHP CHP Representative  x 

Lin-Xi Li, GS GS Representative  x 

Martha Rojo, GS  GS Representative  x 

Neal Reeves, CON CON Representative  x 

Brittany Beasley, CON CON Representative  x 

Rupak Pathak, COP COP Representative  x 

Laura Gressler, COP COP Representative x  

Logan Whittington, AA AA Representative x  

Caraline Annichiarico, 
AA 

AA Representative x  

Reid Landes, COM COM Representative  x 

Jarna Shah, COM COM Representative  x 

Sophia Hollenburg, 
COM 

COM Representative x  

Kari Weber, COPH COPH Representative x  

Katy Allison, COPH COPH Representative x  

Amy Tran, ASG Student Government 
Association 

 x 

 
Guests: Kayla Bell, Noelle Danylchuk, Jennifer Gan, Stephanie Gardner, Susan Long, Tina 
Maddox, Bradley Martin, Isabell Racine Miousse,  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Academic Senate Meeting Minutes 

June 16, 2025 

4:00pm-5:00pm 

Virtual (Teams) 

 

I. Welcome and Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Sanders.  

II. Approval of April Minutes 

The minutes were approved.  

III. Updates and New Business 

a. Thank you, Tiffany Huitt, for your service for the Academic Faculty Senate.  

b. UAMS updates (Dr. Gardner) 

i. Dr. Patterson has decided to go back to being a faculty member due to 

health and family reasons.  

ii. Interim Chancellor announcement has not been made yet. 

iii. There will be a national search for the next Chancellor.  

iv. Dr. Brian Gittens is the Vice Chancellor for People and Culture 

v. CON Dean is Sarah Jane Rhodes. 

vi. Vice Chancellor for Regional Programs is Brian Jones.  

vii. All faculty have the opportunity to have input in the Tenure and Promotion 

process.  

c. Elections Committee 

i. Results 

1. Oleg Karaduta, CHP (President-Elect) 

2. Summer Khairi, CHP (Secretary) 

3. Clare Brown, COPH (Parliamentarian) 

4. Sarah “Maggie” Coffield, COM (Member at Large) 

5. Laura Gressler, COP (Member at Large) 

6. Jarna Shah, COM (COM representative) 

7. Kelsey Owsley, COPH (COPH representative) 

d. Chancellor Awards of Excellence for Staff  

i. Creating an award for the UAMS staff members.  

ii. Dr. Landes will have an update at our next meeting.  

 



 

e. Post-Holiday Activity 

i. $240 was raised for the pickleball tournament for the Little Rock Animal 

Village.  

ii. Re-usable white board fake check created to present the proceeds to Little 

Rock Animal Village. Check can be used for any future Academic Senate 

fundraising. 

IV. Committee Reports  

a. Research Committee (Gan) 
i. No updates 

b. Faculty Affairs Committee (Aykin-Burns) 
i. No updates.  

c. Communication Committee (Hayar) 
i. Not present.  

d. Administrative Council (Hayar) 
i. Not present.  

e. Intercollegiate Faculty Committee/CFE (Khairi) 
i. The app is live now. It is called UAMS Academic Affairs. The intention 

is to help with email burden.  
f. Academic Policy Committee 

i. Not present. 
 

V. College Officer Reports 

a. Graduate School (Rojo, Li) 

i. Not present.  

b. College of Health Professions (CHP) (Howe, Karaduta) 

i. No updates. 

c. College of Medicine (Hollenberg, Landes, Shah) 

i. No updates. 

d. College of Nursing (Beasley, Reeves) 

i. No updates. 

e. College of Pharmacy (Gressler, Pathak) 

i. No updates 

f. College of Public Health (Allison, Weber) 

i. No updates 

g. Academic Affairs (Annichiarico, Whittington) 

i. No updates. 
h. Associated Student Government (Tran) 

i. Not present.  
 

VI. Announcements 

a. The July Academic Senate meeting will take place on Monday, July 28th. 
b. Thank you to all the Academic Senate members whose terms finish in June.  

 

VII. Adjourn 



 


