Name Position Present Absent
Ron Sanders, COM Past President X
Christopher Walter, President X
CHP
Oleg Karaduta President Elect
Summer Khairi, Secretary
CHP
Clare Brown, COPH Parliamentarian
Sarah Maggie Member at Large
Coffield, COM
Laura Gressler, COP Member at Large Excused
Nukhet Aykin-Burns, Member at Large X
cop
Melissa Halverson, CHP Representative X
CHP
Madison Howe, CHP | CHP Representative X
Lin-Xi Li, GS GS Representative X
Martha Rojo, GS GS Representative X
Brian Parks, CON CON Representative
Brittany Beasley, CON Representative
CON
Lara Rains, COP COP Representative
Amanda Stolarz, COP Representative
cor
Lian Taylor, AA AA Representative X
Caraline AA Representative X
Annichiarico, AA
Reid Landes, COM | COM Representative X
Jarna Shah, COM | COM Representative
Sophia Hollenburg, | COM Representative X
COM
Kari Weber, COPH COPH X
Representative
Kelsey Owsley, COPH X
COPH Representative
Bushra Zaman, ASG | Student Government Excused
Association

Guests: Kayla Bell, Wendy Ward, Kerry Evans




Academic Senate Meeting Minutes
August 25, 2025
3:30pm-5:00pm

Virtual (Teams) and RHAN G219

I. Welcome and Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Dr. Walter.
II. Approval of July Minutes
The minutes were approved.
III.  Updates and New Business
a. Chancellor Search discussion with Dr. Gardner and Dr. Walter.

i. The committee met last week with search firm to start the process of
developing profile.

il. Ad/recruitment will go out in the next 2-3 weeks.
iii.  Provide your feedback!

b. Preview Faculty Handbook (online)
1. https://faculty.uams.edu/academic-senate/
ii. Submit feedback to Chris and Summer
c. Identify a committee you’d like to contribute to
i. 4 committees to choose from: Communication, Faculty Affairs, Research
or Survey
1. Faculty Affairs

a. Purpose: The Faculty Affairs Committee is concerned with
matters that pertain primarily to the responsibilities, rights,
privileges, opportunities, and welfare of the faculty,
collectively and as individuals. Topics in its area of
responsibility include tenure, procedures for academic
promotions, academic responsibilities, and standards of
appointment.

2. Research (Gan)

a. Purpose: The role of this committee is to serve as a liaison
between UAMS researchers and on-campus research
entities.

3. Communications (Hayar)

a. Purpose: Provides general support of faculty
communication, research communication, and clinical
communication at UAMS. Provides a forum for beneficial
suggestions, concerns, and complaints in this area and
produces recommendations for the Senate to consider.

4. Administrative Council (Hayar)

a. Purpose: Present new policies that need to be changed,

financial report, etc.



https://faculty.uams.edu/academic-senate/

Iv.

5. Intercollegiate Faculty (Khairi)

a. Purpose: Collaboratively discuss faculty needs, collaborate
on joint projects to address those needs, discuss policy or
process issues, seek similarity in promotion processes and
faculty annual evaluations where possible, etc.

6. Academic Policy (Shah)

a. Purpose: Designed to review all student and faculty
policies.

7. Executive Space (Annichiarico)

a. Purpose: A major goal of Planning, Design and
Construction is to assure the best and most efficient use of
space to support the UAMS mission and strategic plan.

Committee Reports

a.

b.

Research Committee (Gan)
i. Not present
Faculty Affairs Committee (Aykin-Burns)
i. No updates.
Communication Committee (Howe/Hayar)
1. No updates.
Administrative Council (Hayar)
i. Not present.
Intercollegiate Faculty Committee/CFE (Khairi)
i. The app is live now. It is called UAMS Academic Affairs. The intention
is to help with email burden.
il. JoAnn Scales is new Director of the Educational and Student Success
Center
iii. New Faculty Reception is on 9/4/2025
iv. Updating the Al policy currently.
Academic Policy Committee (Shah)
i. Not present.
Space Committee (Annichiarico)
i. No Updates.

College Officer Reports

a.

b.

Graduate School (Rojo)
i. No updates.
College of Health Professions (CHP) (Howe, Halverson)
i. No updates.
College of Medicine (Hollenberg, Landes, Shah)
i. Not present.
College of Nursing (Beasley, Parks)
i. Dean of Nursing is retiring. Dean Rhodes will take the spot.
College of Pharmacy (Rains, Stolarz)
i. No updates
College of Public Health (Owsley, Weber)
i. No updates



g. Academic Affairs (Annichiarico, Taylor)
i. Al Policy is currently being reviewed and updated.
h. Associated Student Government (Tran)
i. The first ASG meeting is on September 8.
ii. Travelers’ baseball game is on September 5th for students.
iii. Contacting guest speakers for ASG meetings.

VI.  Announcements
a. Re-Op committee — Please send suggestions.
b. The September Academic Senate meeting will take place on Monday, September
22.
c. Thank you to all the Academic Senate members for brainstorming ideas for this
year’s goals.

VII. Adjourn



