
    

Name Position Present Absent 

Ron Sanders, COM Past President  x  

Christopher Walter, 

CHP 

President  z  

Oleg Karaduta  President Elect  x  

Summer Khairi, 

CHP 

Secretary x  

Clare Brown, COPH Parliamentarian x  

Sarah Maggie 

Coffield, COM 

Member at Large x  

Laura Gressler, COP Member at Large x  

Nukhet Aykin-Burns, 

COP 

Member at Large  Excused 

Melissa Halverson, 

CHP 

CHP Representative x  

Madison Howe, CHP CHP Representative x  

Lin-Xi Li, GS GS Representative x  

Martha Rojo, GS  GS Representative   

Brian Parks, CON CON Representative x  

Brittany Beasley, 

CON 

CON Representative  x 

Lara Rains, COP COP Representative x  

Amanda Stolarz, 

COP 

COP Representative x  

Lian Taylor, AA AA Representative x  

Caraline 

Annichiarico, AA 

AA Representative x  

Reid Landes, COM COM Representative x  

Jarna Shah, COM COM Representative  x 

Sophia Hollenburg, 

COM 

COM Representative  x 

Kari Weber, COPH COPH 

Representative 

x  

Kelsey Owsley, 

COPH 

COPH 

Representative 

x  

Bushra Zaman, ASG Student Government 

Association 

x  

 

Guests: Kayla Bell, Kerry Evans, Briget Fitzhugh, Tiffany Huitt, Susan Long, Tina Maddox, 

Bradley Martin, Joann Scales  



 

Academic Senate Meeting Minutes 

September 22, 2025 

4:00pm-5:00pm 

Virtual (Teams)  

 

I. Welcome and Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Walter.  

II. Approval of August Minutes 

The minutes were approved.  

III. Updates and New Business 

a. Director of Educational and Student Success Center; JoAnn Scales  

i. Discussed many opportunities that are hosted by the educational and 

student success center, such as the educator academy, teaching scholars, 

book club, etc. 

ii. Please send Dr. Scales ideas of topics that faculty want to learn about.  

b. Chancellor Search discussion with Dr. Walter. 

i. Finalized and posted job description  

ii. Receiving and vetting candidates over the next 2 months before on 

campus interview with finalists.  

c. Council of Deans 

i. Agenda Items 

1. UAMS Finance quarterly update (A. George) 

2. Presentation slides for September Chancellor’s Cabinet (S. 

Gardner) 

3. Lockdown NWA Campus Debrief (S. Gardner) 

IV. Committee Reports  

a. Research Committee (Gan) 
i. Not present 

ii. March 10th is the Student Research Day.  
b. Faculty Affairs Committee (Aykin-Burns) 

i. No updates.  
c. Communication Committee (Howe) 

i. Dr. Howe created a PowerPoint draft template for all colleges to use.  
d. Administrative Council (Hayar) 

i. Not present.  
e. Intercollegiate Faculty Committee/CFE (Khairi) 

i. Updated COVID policy  
ii. Updating the AI policy currently.  

iii. App is live. 



iv. New Faculty Reception was successful 
v. WFDC Fall dinner registration is open.  

vi. AI conference is on October 7th and 8th.  
f. Academic Policy Committee (Shah) 

i. Not present. 
g. Space Committee (Annichiarico) 

i. Conducting an education needs assessment.  
h. Faulty Survey Committee 

i. Received feedback from various people on survey. 
ii. Timeline is still being discussed, but tentatively this Fall.  

 
V. College Officer Reports 

a. Graduate School (Rojo) 

i. Implementing a new system for graduate students to register courses on 

workday.  

ii. Discussed policies on transfer students and transfer credits.  

b. College of Health Professions (CHP) (Howe, Halverson) 

i. CHP accounts for 54% of total enrollment at UAMS. 

ii. Academic Senate at the New Faculty Reception was noticed and 

appreciated.  

iii. PA program is hosting a 5k.  

c. College of Medicine (Hollenberg, Landes, Shah) 

i. Not Updates.  

d. College of Nursing (Beasley, Parks) 

i. Dean Rhodes asked for the results of the Faculty Survey. Clare Brown sent 

to it them.  

e. College of Pharmacy (Rains, Stolarz) 

i. No updates. 

f. College of Public Health (Owsley, Weber) 

i. No updates 

g. Academic Affairs (Annichiarico, Taylor) 

i. ESSC open house is on Thursday, September 25th. 
h. Associated Student Government (Tran) 

i. The first ASG meeting is on September 8th. 
ii. Travelers’ baseball game is on September 5th for students.  

iii. Currently looking at different volunteering events.  
 

VI. Announcements 

a. Innovations in Artificial Intelligence Conference 
b. Re-Op Committee 
c. The September Academic Senate meeting will take place on Monday, October 

27 4-5pm (Teams) 
 

VII. Adjourn 

 


